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1. [-__]did not know whether prior to the war there existed any 
glans in Czechoslovakia for the erection of hydrogenation plants 
utilicing the Fischer-Tropsch process, but 25X1 
improla i: since Czechoslovakia can be supolied from the Rumanian 
oil ficlds at moderate prices and low freight rates, 


‘e ‘his situation did not chanze until Witler won the sudeten district 
and, in the vourse of the war, gained control over the Protectorate 
of Hohenia-lioravia, At first the arection of synthesising ole rte was 
not planned, but within the framework of the second foureyear plan, 
work “vas begun in 1538 on the construction, so:ewhere near Bruax, of 
a lorge slant for the production of fuel lr means of the I,3.Forben 
hydrogenation process, Jut of this hydroronation slant grew a need 
for a synthesiaing plant. 


3. The original plan for the hylropeaction vlant -rovided for a yearly 
production of 2baxt 739,000 tons of fuel at the vlant. (1) This 
hydrorenation slant had the follovinz installatisns: 


a» A carbonization plant with 80 Lurci carhonizers for circulation of cases 
(Spuclgasschweler) . To this installation was attached a fure 
plant producing gas to be pumped over great. distances (Druckfern= 
gaserzougung). The latter plant had an annual capacity of up to 
390x1U cubic meters, (2) 


| _ CONFIDENT rAr, 
ciassirication Me = SEG 


ae] NAW NSRB 


7 ig —SiSFRBYTION eee er as | | 
eras A a et ‘i a: So ad 


Ho Change in Class. [] | ay at 


Declassified nel 
fe. Chaneed To: TS § fe Aku 
authePrened €@r Release 2004/01/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006700410001-6 
Date: _-4-9-JUL-1978. By: 


Nhe 


Approved For Release 2002 : CIA-ROBE 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENC 
—2= 


1-46 25X11 


} 


be A gas production installation with unite each having 4 
caoacity of 22,000 cubic meters of pure water vas ver hour; 
an installation for decomposition of air (LuftzerLlegung) with 
ten Linde azparatus euch producing 3,000 cubic acters of 
oxygen par hour, These ink allations hac egquinment for pressure 
conversion, compressed=carhon acid washing, compression, and 
ich=pressure carhonic-oxide cleanin. 


c, Installation for the -ctual hydrogenation. (3) This had a contact 
plant aml an anparatus for distillation and hydrogenation under 
oressure (DHD-Fabrik i.e. Druckhydrierung und Destillation). 


d. Frocessing .lant with alcacide and soda lye washing facilities, 
gas cleaning, gas decomposition (faszerle sung) for the production 
of eather, and stabilization equignent. 


e. Installation processing w.ste water for the oroduction of phenol. 
and ammonia. 


ff. Plant laboratory. 


te “Ae! gasoline plant for the production of hish-quality sasoline 
from isobutane. 
* 
hn, Steam and power generating lant, utilising crushed coal and coke 
and equingod with a water supply for the steam. 


Tho construction of tho hydrogenation olent wa: started in 19393 the 
plant wont into production as early as July 19:2 vith 30 percent of its 
total planned capacity. this capacity had been increased to as mach 2s 
70 percont by 12 say 19k, when the first oir raid took olace. (5) 


The coke problem ha* not been sufficiently heeded when the lydrogonation 
lant vas clanne!. It vas a wellelmowm fact that the coke obtained as 
a by=oroduct of the plent vas not suited for use in foundries without 
suecial processing. However, it was hoped to make some of this coke 
usable by vtoane it with hivhegrade coke from other olaces and to sell 
the bulk of the by-product coke for use in gaseproducers and for domestic 
use. Put all three of these plans proved fruitless. The buyers of in= 
dustrial coal. refused to neve the quality of the rood coke lowered by 
such an admixture. The conversion cf motor vehicles fron the conventional 
zaseoperated mathod to the coke~burning method did not make the desired 
progress, chiefly because the armed forces refused to use coke-burning 
vehicles, the sale of coke for domestic uso also nade only very slow 
orogress. Consequently, soon after yroduction had been started, coke 
dumps began to build uy, anc the utilization of theses became a constant 
worry. Another problem arose from the fact that the construction of the 
actual hydrogenation installation was not vroceeding rapidly enough to 
enable the plant to convert into sasoline the medium oil which it had 
nroduceds The sale of this surplus mediun oil as Dicsel oil, however, was 
very difficult because of its poor quality. 4 possible solution to beth of 
these Sroblems was the erection of a synthesizing plant employing tha 
Vischer=Tronsch method, for such a slant could use the surplus coke and 
could >.roduce an excollont mecium oil. Vlans for such a >lant were “assed 
on as far as the central cconomi.c plaming agency in germany but were not 
accented thore. vubsequontly experinonts were mace with sazifying the 
residual cole immediately after the coal hac been degassed in the Lurgi 
“asgetarronizers. “hese exnerinonts, hovievor, sere interrusted 
by the continuous air raids ho-imine after May 194i. These air raids 
solved tic coke orohlen in an unforeseen way, Sines 4% vas not vossible 
+o attain a sreduction of over 10 dercent of the capacity. 
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This was the situation when the Soviets arrived. Zhe slant was 
considered war booty, and at first an order was issucd that 1t pro 
duce as much gasoline as possible irrespective of economic con= 
siderations, jibout a week after the occupation, a comission of 
four persons from the Soviet [ineral O41 Staff arrived fron 
koscow, and the studies of the slant'ts actual and potential 
oroduction had to be subuitted without delay. The Czechs also 
showed great intcrest. in the hydrogenation slant, and after ahout 
five weeks the plant was turned over to the Czechs as revarations. 
The Soviets had in the meanwhile probably realized thet, it would not 
pay to transfer the heavily damaged plant to another place. 


After a long period of deliberation it sas finally decided that the 
hydrogenation plant be reconstructed so as to have up to 25 
percent of its previous capacity. The plant's DHD installation was 
to be rebuilt but not its sasoline producing facilities. A synthe= 
sizing plant vas to be built.for the direct processing of 500,000 
tons of coke,and furnaces of. the hydrogenation »olant were to be 
converted for this pursese. All installetions not uecded for the 
execution of these olans were to be used for the vroduction of 
nitrogen. 


At the same Sime another synthesizing nroject was boing discussed 

at the Cuech Ministry of Industry. The coking plant erected near 

Kiladno about 1937 had been originally designed to produce each year 
about 190,000 tons of foundry coke for use especially by the Poldi 
Foursiry. This coking slant was to use coal produced in Moravska~Ustrava 
mining area. After the plant had been vut into operation, it was round 
that the coke was wusuitable for the use originally vlanned. During 

the war the coke hac beon utiliaed for other purposes, but after the 
war no use could by found for it. The Ministry of Defense had pre= 
liminary plans drawn up for utilizing this coke in a Hischer-Tropech 
type synthesizing installation conmected with the coke plant. Tt 
appeared, however, that the operation of the coke plant would be a 
rather costly affair because of its small capacity and the high freight 
charges paid on its coal supgly. It was therefore suggested that the 
coke plant with its synthesizing installation be transferred to the 
Moravska-Ostrava coal district and that it be erllarged accordingly. 
This plan was passed en to the Czech linistry of Industry. 


90 the oripinal plans for the reconstruction 
of tne ant were sown’, under Czech management the plant proved 


to be so uneconomical that it eventually hed to call for a work 

force of 2,000 German specialists and skilled workers plus 2,000 Czechs, 
The Czech management insistec on attaching two or threa Czechs to each 
German until, with the ovorstaffing in the administrative and plam/ing 
offices, the Bruex plant had over 10,000 employees. Rocause of similar 
conditions in the mining industry, the orice of coal rose more than 

209 wercent, but in the end the orice of coke had to be reduced in order 
to nake it sossible to sell the coke at all. Also contributing to the 
failure of the Bruex croject were the several explosions in the gas 
produciag vlant, the burning out of the carbonization plants, and the 


leakages in the hichepressure plants. ci rae fh 25X14 
were the result of improper cave and occurred particularly after 
German ssecialists had been expelled, Gasoline rose from a competitive 


vrice of about d Czech Crome to about &6 Czech Crowms. Finally the 
hydregenaticn 2lant in Bruex wos shut down and offerad for sale, and 
the synthesizing oroject comected with this plant was abandoned, 
anes not heard anything of the Moravska-Ustrava project since 
that time, and[_ ]suspects that this project had the sane fate as the 
Bruex plant. Lotor, after the sele of the Rruez plant had proved Ine 
possible, the plant was out into operation again at about dé percent 
of its capacity, (L———C—C_] this was probably for the sake 
of prestige. (6) 
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25X1 WO. Lin 1986 the annnat Czechoslovakian 
Yequirements of liquid fuels and lubricating oils amounted 
to about 600,000 tons, 10 percent of which could be sundlied 
by domestic sources, (7) The realization of the Pruex project 
would have meant that a little less than 0 percent of the 


requirements could have been met. tse 25X1 
past failure, the Rruex slant could be a national asset, for 


under German management a 50 percent utilization of the plant 
capacity proved an economic success, 


25x = 
(1) “S06 attachment 


(2) It was originally planned that the installation producing <os 

to be pumped over long distancas would be completed in three 
atases, At these three stages the enrug) output was to be 
respectively )0x20°, 80x10° and Uioxlo cubic meters of city cas 

(Stadtgas). The first stago was completed at the close of the war, 

the second stage was nouring comsletion in 19)5/19h6. According to 

the Czech pross, the installation -vas to be completed by late 19h8 Py 

at which time the annual rate of aroduction would be 125 million 

cubic meters. The following places arse connected to the long-distance 
gas line: Komotau, Bruex., Teplitz-Schoenan, Dux, Aussig, Leitmeritz, 
Lobositz, Bodenbach, Tetschen, Warnsdorf, itumburg, Reichenberg, Cablonz, 
Prague; Prague was connected to the line in October 197. 

(3) The hydrogenation plant was designed to have eventually a total anmal 
output of 1 million tons of gasoline, A pipeline connects the hydro 
genation plant to the fuel storage devots of Hnevice near Raudnitz, 

{4) The vower plant not only supplies current to the plant itself but 
also supplies additional power to the network of the LiddleePohemian 
power blunts (Ervenice/Seestadi), the network of the North-Bohemian 
power stations (Sokolov/Fulkenau), and to the network of the former 
North-Bohemiar: lignite mines, 

(5) According to previous information the maxinun production attained prior 
to the beginning of the air raids amounted to 1,700 tons of fuel vor 
day; this would mean about 500,000 tons per year or about 75 vercent of 
the exsectad capacity. 

(6) For early 196 an outout of about 700 tons of fusl per day was revorted 

for the Bruex plant. The target at that tine vas 
resortedly a daily production of 1 3200 tons. Available information in~ 
dicates that this tarzet had not boon reached by the fall of 1950, when the 
daily output was estinated at between 809 and 1,000 tons, which is 
equivalent to an aanual output of from 250,G00 to 300 3950 tons, Apart 
from the sartial revair of war damages and the expansion of the plant 
areducing cas to be oumoed over long distances and the longedistance 
Sipe line, no othor expansion work hes been carried out at the hydro= 
gonation slant in fruex/Oborleutonsdort (lost/Zaluzi). 

(7) Sinee , as of the fall of 1950, the annual imoort of mineral coils ark derivativos 
7as about 200,000 to 300.990 tons an’? the country's own oroduction of 
mineral oil only 50,000 to 60,000 tons per year, the requirenmts could 
not be met and economy Measures wore thorefore necessary. 
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i Annex: 1 -Produetion plan of Bruex plant. 
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